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CITY OF SAINT MARYS REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

ROLL CALL

- VISITORS

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
December 3, 2012

REPORT ON EXECUTIVE
SESSION

PUBLIC HEARING: 2013 City
Budget

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON
AGENDA TOPICS

MANAGER’S REPORT

DECEMBER 17, 2012

The regular monthly Council meeting of the City of
Saint Marys was called to order by Mayor Sally Geyer
on Monday, December 17, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. The
meeting was held in the Council Room of City Hall,
11 LaFayette Street. Notice of this meeting was sent to
Council on December 13, 2012, posted at City Hall
and published in the Daily Press.

Present: Mayor Sally Geyer, Daniel Hepner, Gary
Anderson, Richard Dornisch, Bob Roberts, Nedward
Jacob, Gregory Gebauer, Manager Dav1d Greene and
Solicitor Thomas Wagner.

Visitors included: Tina Gradizzi, Richard Sadley and
Warren Stewart.

Daniel Hepner made a motion to approve the minutes
of December 3, 2012, seconded by Nedward Jacob
and all were in favor.

Mayor Geyer stated an- Executive Session was held
immediately prior to tonight’s meeting regarding
personnel matters. No decisions were made.

Mayor Geyer announced the contract between the City
and A.F.S.C.M.E. would be added to tonight’s agenda
for consideration.

Mayor Geyer opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.
There were no public comments.
Mayor Geyer closed the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.-

There were no citizen comments on agenda topics.

November 15- The Manager attended the Northern
Tier Community Action Corps Board of Dlrectors
meeting held in Emponum

November 28- The Manager attended a meeting with
David Critchfield from Emsource, LLC and Joe
Labant from the St. Marys Soccer Association to
discuss plans for the Soccer fields relocating near
Kaulmont Park.

December 6- Tim Brennan and the Manager met with
Dr. Neal Lepovetsky on Chestnut Street. His building
was hit by a tractor trailer turning right onto Mill
Street. The City has been in contact with PennDOT
and has made various changes to the signage in the
area directing trucks not to travel on Chestnut Street
and not to turn on Mill Street. .

December 7- Lorrie Levenduski and the Manager met
with Bob Ayoob from Thomas and Williamson; LLC
to review the progress on the Parking Garage Project.
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES
Motion

December 11- The CitY?s Hospitalization carrier met
with City employees to discuss a new plan that is
being proposed for next year."

Gregory Gebauer questionefd’v what kind of company
was Thomas and Williamson, LLC and Manager

Greene responded it was a consulting firm hired by the -

State to monitor the RACP grant process for the
parking garage project.

Mayor Geyer requested an update on the Soccer
Association regarding a new location and Manager
Greene responded they have met with Mr. Critchfield
and they were in the process of contacting DEP to be
sure the new location is safe for the children. They are
still in the planning stages of the project.

Solicitor Wagner stated the pending parking ordinance
was on tonight’s agenda and the proposed Zoning
ordinance changes have been sent to the Elk County
Planning Commission for their review and comment.
Once the comment period was over then Council
could act on the proposed Zoning ordinance changes.

Richard Dornisch made a _h_mtion to approve the
Expenditures from November 14,. 2012 until
December 15, 2012, seconded by Daniel Hepner.-

Nedward Jacob questioned a line item regarding the
parking garage ticket machine and Manager Greene
responded the machines had to be changed to collect
24 hours a day. This was a change from the original

- plan due to recent changes to the parkmg ordmance by

Couneil,

Nedward Jacob also questioned a line item regarding
diesel fuel winterization and Manager Greene
responded the amount was for all of the diesel fuel
with the additive.

Nedward Jacob also questloned a line item regarding |

funds from the Capital Reserve fund for lamp post
brackets and Tina Gradizzi responded the St. Marys
Downtown Historical Preservation Group received a
grant in the amount of $3,500 for those items and the
grant would pay for the items.

Neward Jacob also queéstioned a line item regarding
curbside containers and if. the item was part of the
$3,500 grant and Tina Gradizzi responded the curbside
containers were the recycling containers for residents. -

Bob Roberts questione:di if the Expenditure Report
could list what department the item was for and
Manager Greene responded yes

Gregory Gebauer questioned a line item regarding
Freedom Systems and Manager Greene responded it

- 'was a maintenance fee for' the accounting software.
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Motion Passed

TREASURER’S REPORT

LEGISLATIVE ACTION:
Consider for adoption:

Motion Passed

Ordinance No. 278, re: Levy and
Assessment of 2013 taxes
Motion

"Motion Passed

DECEMBER 17, 2012

Gregory Gebauer questionéd a line item regarding
Mitchell Humphrey and Manager Greene responded
he would gather the information and let him know.

All were in favor to approve the Expenditures.

Mayor Geyer gave the féllowing Treasurer’s Report as
of November 30, 2012:

Revenue collected for the General Fund was at 92.48
percent of budget or $5.596 million. Last year in
November figures were 99.98 percent of budget and
for 2010 revenue was at 90.02 percent of the budgeted
amount. The Expenditures for the General Fund were
at 83.82 percent of budget and for last year 87.98
percent was spent and in 2010 we were at 83.53
percent of the budgeted amount. Benchmark figures
would be at 91.6 percent. The Sewage Treatment Fund
collected 83.16 percent of revenue and had
expenditures of 80.82 percent of budget. The City had
collected $1,057,777 in Earned Income as of the end
of November and at the same time in 2011 $1,252,793
was collected.

Gary Anderson questioned if the City had approx.
$200,000 in arrears from the Earned Income Tax and
Manager Greene responded yes, partly because
Berkheimer was in the process of returning stale dated
checks to some of the businesses.

Gregory Gebauer questioned a item regarding the Elk
Creek Park funds and Manager Greene responded it
was a grant, but the funds were returned because of the
inability to obtain a match for the funding.-

Ordinance No. 277 was presented amending Chapter
15 of the St. Marys City Code by revising the
procedure for the setting of parking fines and the
procedure for reporting. and paying the same; and
revising the designation of parking lots. The
Ordinance was duly advertised and displayed.

Solicitor Wagner commented the ordinance provided
uniformity in procedures and “cleaned up” the
language within the Parking Ordinance.

Bob Roberts made a motion to adopt Ordinance No.
277, seconded by Daniel Héepner and all were in favor,
except Richard Dornisch, who opposed.

Ordinance No. 278 was presented providing for the
levy and assessment of taxes for the City of St. Marys
for the fiscal year 2013. The Ordinance was duly
advertised and displayed.

Manager Greene stated there was no increase in taxes.
Richard Dornisch made a motion to adopt Ordinance

No. 278, seconded by Gary Anderson and all were in
favor.
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Consider for publication: An Ordinance An Ordinance amending the Non-Uniformed Pension

amending the Non-Uniformed Pension

Plan to comply with LR.S.
requirements
Motion Passed

Resolution No. 12-14, re: 2013 City
Budget

Motion

Comment

Motion Passed

Resolution No. 12-15, re: Police

Department- D.A.R.E. Education
Program

Motion Passed

. Resolution No. 12-16, re: City of St.

-Marys Recreation Board multi-park
project

Motion Passed

Union Contract for AFSCME
employees (added to agenda)

Plan to comply with LR.S. requlrements was presented

- for publication.

Daniel Hepner made a mot1on to publish the
Ordinance, seconded by Gary Anderson and all were
in favor.

Resolution No. 12-14 was presented adopting the 2013
Budget for the various funds for the City of St. Marys.
The Resolution was duly advertised, displayed and the
public hearing was held. - -

Daniel Hepner made a rnotion to adopt Resolution No.
12-14, seconded by Bob Roberts.

Mayor Geyer commented “job well done” since there
was no tax increase. o

All were in favor to adopt Resolution No. 12-14.

Resolution No. 12-15 was presented for adoption
requesting the filing of a grant application on behalf of
the Police Department for the D.AR. E Education

Program.

Gary Anderson made a motion to approve Resolution

- No. 12-15, seconded by Gregory Gebauer and all were

in favor.

Resolution No. 12-16 Waa _presented for -adoption
requesting the filing of a grant application on behalf of

the St. Marys Recreatlon Board for a multi-park
project. :

Richard Dornisch made a motion to approve
Resolution No. 12-16, seconded by Daniel Hepner and
all were in favor.

The AFSCME Union Contract with the City was
presented for approval.

John Reilly, City = Negotiator, explained he
recommended the tentative 3 year agreement. The
agreement term was January 1, 2013 thru December
31, 2015. The agreement was ratified by the union
employees. The hlghhghts of the agreement were as

follows:

2% wage increases for each_ year of the agreement -

Significant  changes to “the hospltahzatlon program
which included the implementation of the high

- deductible program, the employees would contribute -

toward the deductible and also towards the premium
amounts:.

A provision in the 2™ and'3'dlyear of the agreement.of
cost sharing if the premlum costs rise above five
percent. :
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-Motion

Amended Motion Passed

Subdivision Application: Eleanor
Hasselman, Bucktail Road

Motion Passed

-TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION:

Utility Relocation Agreement with
PennDOT

CITIZEN COMMENTS
ON NON-AGENDA TOPICS

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION
(CONT.’D)

DECEMBER 17, 2012

Daniel Hepner made a motion to ratify the agreement
with AFSCME Local 2638, seconded by Gary
Anderson. _

Daniel Hepner amended his motion to also authorize
the Manager to sign the agreement and Gary Anderson
amended his second and all were in favor, except
Richard Dornisch, who opposed.

A subdivision application was presented from Eleanor
Hasselman for property located on Bucktail Road.
This subdivision proposed to divide a 3.62 acre lot
from a 5.243 acre parcel as a lot addition to an
adjoining parcel. There are existing single family
dwellings on each lot with public water and private
sewage disposal. No new building lots are proposed
with this subdivision. The new lot is to be
consolidated with the existing parcel. The subdivision
is in compliance with the  zoning ordinance. The
Planning Commission had no substantial comments on
the subdivision.

Daniel Hepner made a motion to approve the Eleanor
Hasselman subdivision application, seconded by
Nedward Jacob and all were in favor.

Manager Greene presented a Utility Relocation
Agreement with PennDOT for the upcoming S. St.
Marys Street/Rt. 255 reconstruction project. The area
involved was from State Street to Vine Street for
sanitary sewer replacement,

Total project costs: $1,137,478
Portion eligible for reimbursement (50/50)- $758,512
Portion 100% cost to City- $378,966

The Municipal Authority had agreed to split the total
cost to the City of $758,222.

Warren Stewart requested if he could obtain the
numbers regarding the Parking Garage project and
Manager Greene responded he would see that he
received that information.

Utility Agreement (cont.’d)

Richard Dornisch made a motion to approve the
Utility Agreement with PennDOT, seconded by Daniel
Hepner.

Nedward Jacob questioned if two dollars of the sewer
base rate of $19.50 was supposed to be used towards
the sewer line replacement how did it change to only
one dollar and Daniel Hepner responded he believed
the previous two dollars increase was designated for
sewer lines. '

Manager Greene responded he believed it was more
than one dollar and Nedward Jacob disagreed and
stated it was only one dollar.
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Richard Dornisch questioned if the change should
‘have been noted in the minutes and Nedward Jacob
responded the increase in the base. sewer rate was
noted in the minutes, but didn’t specify for what
purpose. ' -

Daniel Hepner and Mayor Geyer commented they
didn’t recall a discussion regarding the decrease from
two dollars to one - dollar towards sewer line
replacement.

Manager Greene commented originally the two dollars
was planned to be ‘used towards sewer line
replacement. ST

Solicitor Wagner commented the “bottom line™ was
there were sufficient funds to proceed with the project

~ that would not come from the City’s General Fund but -
the Sewer Revehue Fund. '

Gregory Gebauer commented only half of the funds
would come from the Sewer Revenue Fund. -

Manager Greene stated the other half would come
from the Municipal Authority’s fund.

Nedward Jacob requested the entire two dollars be
‘used for the sewer line replacement and Manager
Greene responded he would get an explanation for the
decrease to one dollar, . . -

Manager Greene questioned if there were more funds
being used for Sewage Treatment and Nedward Jacob
responded he was informed that only one dollar was
being placed into the sewer line replacement fund.

Manager Greene stated he would find out the reason
for the decrease but believed it was because the
expenditures for the Sewage Treatment Plant were
exceeding its revenue. '

Nedward Jacob commented if the $300,000 plus was
taken from the fund it would almost deplete the fund.

Richard Dornisch stated he recalled problems with
equipment that needed replaced in the lab which could
be part of the problem. . ' E

Daniel Hepner requested an update on the “slip lining”
that was being done to ‘existing sewer lines and
Manager Greene responded the process was going
well, but they were waiting for the bill and a video
copy of the process. = -

Daniel Hepner commentéd the “slip lining” seems to
be the way of the future.

Gary Anderson questi"on'e'd} if there were any
engineering plans that could be changed to help reduce
the amount of sanitary sewer line replacement that
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COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilman Dornisch

Councilman Roberts

Mayor Geyer

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

q/fvw/ I%ﬁ&/ Y

Recording Secretary

DECEMBER 17, 2012

would exceed the eight feet'depth limit to help offset
the shared costs with PennDOT and Manager Greene
responded he would look into it.

Daniel Hepner commented he believed the main line
thru the area was gravity fed and Gary Anderson
responded yes but the main feeder line runs thru Iron
Run behind the area.

All were in favor to approve the Utility Relocation
Agreement with PennDOT.

Richard Dornisch stated Merry Christmas everyone.

Bob Roberts commented he wanted to thank anyone

who contributed in any way. to the Project Gifts for
Elk County.

Mayor Geyer thanked Bob Roberts for his
participation in that project.

Mayor Geyer also wished evéryone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year and hoped the City runs as
efficiently in 2013 as it did in 2012.

Mayof Geyer made the following announcements:

e The next Council worksession will be held
Monday, January 7, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at City
Hall,

Gary Anderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
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